


Establishing
Fatherhood is Easy

In order to ensure that all children receive the same
rights and privileges, paternity should be established
for children whose mothers were not married during
pregnancy or at the time of their child’s conception
or birth.

The father may establish paternity simply by signing
an affidavit at the child’s birth, acknowledging he is
the father of the child.  Forms for the mother and
father to sign are available at hospitals and birthing
centers, and signing the form at the child’s birth
means the father’s name will be on the birth certifi-
cate.  This guarantees the child will receive all the
benefits of legal paternity.

If the mother was married when the baby was con-
ceived or born, or during pregnancy, state law says
her husband is the baby’s legal father.  If the husband
is not the father, he must take legal action if he wants
to revoke the paternity.  This can be done through the
courts or child support agency, or by signing a three-
party affidavit with the mother, her husband and the
biological father.

Paternity Can
Be Established
After Birth

You can establish paternity at any time in your
child’s life.  Paternity acknowledgement forms are
available from the Alaska Bureau of Vital Statistics
or the Alaska Child Support Services Division.
(Address information is on back page of this book-
let.)

Your child will benefit from all the rights and
privileges available to other children, regardless of
when the father establishes paternity.

If the father declines to acknowledge paternity, the
courts or the child support agency can take steps to
determine paternity.  The mother or legal guardian
also can request the service. If the mother or legal
guardian applies for public assistance, the child
support agency will attempt to establish paternity as
required by law.

Genetic testing will be used to help determine
paternity.  The child support agency or the courts
will schedule the mother, the child and the likely
father for an appointment to collect a DNA sample

using a swab, similar to a Q-Tip.  A technician will
use the swab to pick up cells inside the mouth.
Sometimes, when Alaska is testing for other states,
we’re required to draw blood for testing.

If the testing is part of a child support paternity
establishment, the father must pay the cost.  If testing
shows the man is not the father, the state will pay the
cost.

We can establish paternity if the father is in another
state, but it may take more time.  Every state has an
agreement that covers establishing paternity and
collecting child support from parents in other states.

Anyone Can Ask to
Determine Paternity

The child’s father, mother or legal custodian can
apply to the child support agency for establishment
of paternity and a support order for a child born out
of wedlock.

If the mother is not sure of the father’s identity, the
Child Support Services Division can help deter-
mine what action is necessary to establish paternity.
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